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Commemorative Issues: 
Tercentenary of the Establishment of the *General Letter Office" - 1960. 


The issue commemorates the tercentenary of the setting up of the ‘General Letter Office’ which 
was officially established in England in 1660 by King Charles II. Before that, in 1635, King 
Charles I had allowed the use of the Royal Posts (the Royal Mail) to be used for conveying 
private correspondence. A charge was levied for private letters based on the distance the item 
had to be carried, with, for some strange reason, the recipient having the right of refusal. 


This system changed in 1840 with the introduction of Rowland Hill's Uniform Penny Post, and 
its adhesive pre-paid labels - and so a new hobby was born! In 1969 the GPO was abolished 
and its assets transferred to The Post Office, thus changing it from a Department of State to a 
Statutory Corporation. 


Designers: 
e Reynolds Stone (1909-1979) - 3d (Poster Boy). 
* Faith Jaques (1923-1997) - 1/3d (Posthorn of 1660). 


Printing details 

Printed in photogravure by Harrison & Sons Ltd, High Wycombe - double pane, reel-fed, 
producing two (no dot and dot) sheets of 120 stamps, arranged in 20 rows of six stamps for the 
3d, and 6 rows of twenty stamps for the 1/3d. The watermark is sideways on the 1/3d stamp. 
Issued date - 7^ J uly 1960. The stamp was withdrawn from sale 31* December 1960. 


Quantities sold - figures are shown above each stamp. 
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The following table lists the number of all known G.B. Perfin dies found on the 
Tercentenary of the Establishment of the “General Letter Office" issue, 
and is correct to 1” January 2019. 


Just two of the 49 Perfin dies can be found on both stamps: 


e “DHE” (D2260.02aM), used 1925-1980 by D H Evans & Co Ltd, Oxford St, London W1. 
e "H" (H0012.11), used 1915-1980 - 3 possible users. 
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Any additional information you can provide would be greatly appreciated. 
Please forward any new details to: 
Roy Gault (Catalogue Editor - contact details as in the Bulletin), 
or via e-Mail to Alastair Walter (Webmaster) at perfinsoc @ gmail.com 
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